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August 18, 1986

Mrs. C. We Rich
30/ Edgeview
Nashville, Tn., 37211

Dear

Ifildred and I decided that a letLer instead of a telephone call
is in order because there are several things to discuss,.

I have been in [ilan will HMama and looking in on aunt Bticl a zood
bit. I was pleased thut it worked oul for me S0 be kecpin;: Hama the
weekend Joy and David were therc., lame enjoyed Lheir v.3it and we all
celebrataed July 4Lth togutlwer. bveryune, including several of grand-
ciildren, hus visited Hama at one time or another this summer, I
think iU pleases her., . . The next time I was at Hamats was Lo keep
her on Lorellats weekend off, Then I slayed on the following week
while Mama was in the hospital. Ve have all been pleased that sie
recovered 50 well from the -neumonia. I have been back up there twice
gince then and stayed ab lamats, Ruth and ler have had Lhe weeckends
shen Loretta was oil and I have beun tiere during the week working
with ler on Aunt Ethel's house., 8o, I have had opporitunity to obserwve
that Mama is gradually losing ground. She is considerably weaker,
less alert, more conf sed a4 sometimes irritable. It is petting more
difficult to understand her when she tzlks and that annoys her, In
spite of all this lama is still a sweet considerate person Lo Lake
are of, liildred and I are Lrying (o find someone to £iLl in on Lo-
rettats weckends off. We have a lecad on soueone now. Even if we get
someone ve will s5Uill have ©o spend a good bit of time helping tend
to all the business, buy the groceries and supplies, run interference
between Belly and Loretta, sce thut the house is clean, etc. Ruth
has neen up many Limes and that has been & help,

I think all of you will be pleased at the way lMamart;; house looks,
4 new rooi, new gutters and brim, fresi: paint, a resurfacced driveway,
clean windows and curtains and & wash down job on Lhe house have pot-
ten done, and, ope in the next few days To have the ifront sidewalk
edggd and Lrimuied. JI've been Lrying since last spring to find someone
to do tnisl

As Ffor Aunt Bthel, she is beingy adecuately Luken care of. GSo far,
we have been pleased with: Douglas liursing ilome. Physically Aunl Ethel
1oovks poud-=-she cats beartily, tokes no medicine and is happy talking
to and looking at Buster, a big Leddy bear (he could talk sing, tell
stories, etc. if junt Ethel would lecave his tapes in)and to little Sus-
ter who sits on Big Bustert'd lap., It is cute and niviful. OSometimes
wien I go for a visit I spend more time taliting to the Busters Lhan to
Aunt Etnel, She has tec be restrained most of tiie time, but doesntt
complain too mucii.

These Jast Lhree or {our weeks have been very busy tiues, Lier
and I have the task of cleaning out Aunty Etihel!s house. IV is both
phoysically and emotionally draining. We have been advised to rent
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the house and o do so we have to clear it oul and clean il upe.  Clesr-
ing out her utilisy room, her junk catch-all bedroom, her attic, her
closets, chest and dresser drawers, kitchen cabinets and refrigerator
has proved to be one more big job. ost of thal has been done, low
we are in the process of fixing it up. A new roof was it on earlier
because of a hail storm. 4 new sbove iz in place, Lhe shower is fune-
Lioning, the painter is painting the oulside new, the guiter man is
next, also, new kitchemand den floorins is to be installed, and a new
counter top put on and a new floor in her small bathroom, a new shower
door, a storm door, u doorknob, and replaced storm windows are all in the
hopper. ALl this work should be finished by the second week in Sept.
Here's where you come in. The furniture that is yours will have to be
moved oul. We plan to have some kind of a sale for all the ovdds and
ends of sluff by or before Septe 12 and 13. We want vou Lo make ar
rangements Lo have your "ircasure! move: oy then., What is Jeft we have
no chnoice but Lo sell., I anm discouragzing anyone from storing furniture
at Mama's. We have not told her whas we are do:ng and think it would
disturb her to have Aunt Ethelts stufi? brought to her house. ang, Lo
say the obvious, it may not be many monlhs until we will be doing at
Mama's what we have been doinz ab Aunt Ethels, This is not an easy
time for anyone involved--even Ghe paid nelpers--but we can make it as
easy as possible for everyone. T am sure thal all of you understand
and will cooperate,

Now, shift geurs to the farm, I drove all hrough it yesterday.
Joim's cotton looks good, The pastures arce green, The ponds are full,
The renters are paying their rent. Edmond is Supervising and tending
Lo repairs., The man who bougit the timber has not startec cutiing, but
from my novice viewpoini tike timber to be cut it 30 scattered and back
avay from the road that the farm will not look scraggly and bad because
of the cutting. Half of the money has been paid and the other half will
be paid before the year is out. I think 94&0,000,00 was a good price lor
Lhe Timber. Edmond handled this well,

There's a younz couple, the Teagues, living in a trailer on the
Lonniae Holt road, who have approuched ller and Edmond ahpub buy;n: our
land adjacent to Lheir trailer. I honeslly dont't know how much acerase
in this particulur plot--I've been Lold & or 7 acres L0 10 or 11 acres.
That wonld have Lo be determined., “he young man wants Lo know if we
are interested in selling--says he wants Lo build a houso nad have pase-
ture for a horse. So, I'm asking each of you Lo indicale by letier or
pione ww you react to this,

I do not have strony feelings; either way. If we dodicide it is
the thing Co ao, we dontt necd to do it iLlils vear--will have ample
income Ifrom timber sale Lo pay tux ond ind Chidinking dowm the line to
when we et seriocus about seflling the farm, il may be best to keep
this acrcage. If perchaneec we have farm auciioned ofl in tracts, this
particuluar strip on the road may be considercd valuab}e £ r building
sites. ©ne family member poinled out thai when we sell o segment we
lose contrel. Nore Lrailers could pop up. On tie olier hana, a nice
house and surroundin: pasiure would be finc, ler doesn'i believe Uhe
plot will accomodate more tiwy: one house wichont extbensive ;vadin;,

I can't lLell by looking, IM™m sure there are many pros and cons and at
deast seven opinicns, muybe fourteen} Auyway, let me know yours,
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I'1l be in Milan Monday nignt the 18th to probably Thursday

the Zlst, 1I'11 be in Kashville from Thursday to Saturduay af'ternoon
the 23rd, fThen I'11 be with Windy in Oak Ridege until wWed, tThe 27th.
To make it easy for you, here's my telephone numbers:

Milan 901 686-161i

Nashville 615 833-2834

Qak Ridge 615 1825505
I'11 admift that I'm hard to calch. If a rolling stone gatiers no
moss, Lhen I'1l never have any moss. I was in Lilan working at aunt
Etnel's last week, ot home Tuurs. afternoon, went to Cak fRidi;e on
Sat. so klizabeth Ann and hobert could VisiL us there (Hobert accom-
panying klizabeth Ann for a violin solo in our morning worship ser-
vice), buack to Kashville on Sunday aflterncon with :obt. Dun and E.A.,
anad I'm driving back to Iiilan voday, Monday, %o got more titings tended
Lo on Aunt mtiielr's housc. I've turned into & tunblec weedl

mail or phone. Do hope tiat ail goes well with 211 of vyou. I know
of some of the nice things that have hapvpened Liig swiier--fluey went
0 Hawaii, Mer went on & Caribbean cruise, Ruth went to las Vegas,
grand kids have done all kinds of stuff from getting pregnant to
falling dowm volcanos = - wiy don%t you bring me up Lo date on what
is havpening in your family,

I'll be looking forward Lo acaring from all of you cither by

Dear mel If Mer had writlen this she could have said iv on
one page, maybe a posteard. I'm too wordy for words.,
Lots of love

=9

F.5. In case you havntt heard Mama still talks abousc having her
Caristmas dinner. It is set for Saturday, the 27¢h, following
Christmas on Thursday. For awhile Mama was asking evervone if
Lhey were planning to come. She hasn't mentioned it to me this
last two or three weeks, but I don't believe she has forgotien a-
hout it. Hopefully, we will be able to #ollow through.




